
Zone 3 Rules Seminar 
May 23, 2015  

• Introductions 

• Seminar will last about 5 hours 

• ~3 hours in house 

• ~1.5 hours outside practical demonstrations 

– Bunkers 

– Loose Impediments / Obstructions / AGC 

– Water Hazards / Lateral WH  

– Putting Green/ Flagstick  

– Teeing Ground/ Ball Unplayable      



THE RULES OF GOLF 
 

AS APPROVED BY THE RCGA, THE R & A & THE USGA 
34 RULES / >100  SUB-RULES / >2100 DECISIONS / >50 DEFINITIONS 



- Read the Quick Guide to the Rules of Golf  
 

- Read the Etiquette Section 
 

- Review the Definitions 
 

- Use the Index 

Using the Rule Book 



Using the Rule Book 

Understand the words… 
 

• May = Optional 

• Should =  Recommendation 

• Must = Instructions (& penalty if not carried out) 

• A ball = You may substitute another ball 

• The ball = You must not substitute another ball 



THE RULES OF GOLF 
 

DEFINITIONS 

 



Definitions - Abnormal Ground Conditions 

An abnormal ground condition is any 
casual water, ground under repair or hole, 
cast or runway on the course made by a 
burrowing animal, a reptile or a bird. 



Definitions – Casual Water 
Casual water is any temporary accumulation of water on the course that is 
not in a water hazard and is visible before or after the player takes his 
stance. Snow and natural ice, other than frost, are either casual water or 
loose impediments, at the option of the player. Manufactured ice is an 
obstruction. Dew and frost are not casual water. A ball is in casual water 
when it lies in or any part of it touches the casual water. 



Casual Water in Bunker 

‒  Determine nearest point of relief 
‒  Must drop in bunker – no penalty  
 
OR under penalty of 1 stroke 
 
‒  Unplayable ball – go back to where 
original ball struck 
‒  Keep flagstick in line and go back out 
of bunker on straight line as far as you 
want 



Ground Under Repair is any  
part of the course so marked  
by order of the Committee or  
so declared by its authorized  
representative.  
 
All ground and any grass, bush,  
tree or other growing thing within  
the ground under repair are part of  
the ground under repair. Ground  
under repair includes material piled for removal and a hole made by a 
greenkeeper (ie; irrigation), even if not so marked. Grass cuttings and 
other material left on the course that have been abandoned and are not 
intended to be removed are not ground under  
repair unless so marked. 

 

Definitions – Ground Under Repair 



 
 

When the margin of ground under repair is defined by stakes, the stakes 
are inside the ground under repair, and the margin of the ground under 
repair is defined by the nearest outside points of the stakes at ground 
level. 

 

When both stakes and lines are used to indicate ground under repair, 
the stakes identify the ground under repair and the lines define the 
margin of the ground under repair.  

When the margin of ground under repair is defined by a line on the 
ground, the line itself is in the ground under repair. 

 

The margin of ground under repair extends vertically downwards but 
not upwards. 

 

Definitions – Ground Under Repair 



Definitions – Addressing the Ball 

 A player has addressed the ball when 
he has grounded his club immediately 
in front of or immediately behind the 
ball, whether or not he has taken his 
stance. 



Definitions – Advice 

 Advice is any counsel or suggestion 
that could influence a player in 
determining his play, the choice of a 
club or the method of making a 
stroke. 

  

 Information on the Rules, distance 
or matters of public information, 
such as the position of hazards or 
the flagstick on the putting green, is 
not advice. 



Definitions – Ball in Play 
 A ball is in play as soon as the player has made a stroke on the 

teeing ground.   It remains in play until it is holed, except when it 
is lost, out of bounds or lifted, or another ball has been 
substituted, whether or not the substitution is permitted; a ball 
so substituted becomes the ball in play. 



Definitions – Stroke 

 A stroke is the forward 
movement of the club made 
with the intention of striking 
at and moving the ball, but if 
a player checks his 
downswing voluntarily 
before the clubhead reaches 
the ball, he has not made a 
stroke. 



Definitions – Bunker 

 A bunker is a hazard consisting of a prepared 

area of ground, often a hollow, from which turf 
or soil has been removed and replaced with 
sand or the like. 

 Grass-covered ground bordering or within a 
bunker, including a stacked turf face (whether 
grass-covered or earthen), is not part of the 
bunker. A wall or lip of the bunker not covered 
with grass is part of the bunker. The margin of a 
bunker extends vertically downwards, but not 
upwards. 

 A ball is in a bunker when it lies in or any part 
of it touches the bunker. 



Definitions – Loose Impediments 
Loose Impediments are natural objects, including: 

• stones, leaves, twigs, branches and the like, 

 dung, and worms, insects and the like,  

     and the casts and heaps made by them,                                                                                

 provided they are not: 

• fixed or growing, 

• solidly embedded; or  

• adhering to the ball. 

 Sand and loose soil are loose impediments on the putting green, but not 
elsewhere. 

 Snow and natural ice are either casual water or loose impediments, at the 
option of the player. 

 Dew and frost are not loose impediments. 



Definitions – Lost Ball 

 A ball is deemed lost if: 
a. It is not found or identified as his by the 

player within five minutes after the player’s 
side or his or their caddies have begun to 
search for it; or 

b. The player has made a stroke at a 
provisional ball from the place where the 
original ball is likely to be or from a point 
nearer the hole than that place (see Rule 27-
2b); or 

c. The player has put another ball into play 
under penalty of stroke and distance under 
Rule 26-1a, 27-1 or 28a; or 



Definitions – Lost Ball 
d. The player has put another ball into play because 

it is known or virtually certain that the ball, 
which has not been found, has been moved by 
an outside agency (see Rule 18-1), is in an 
obstruction (see Rule 24-3), is in an abnormal 
ground condition (see Rule 25-1c) or is in a water 
hazard (see Rule 26-1b or c); or 

 

e. The player has made a stroke at a substituted 
ball. 

 Time spent in playing a wrong ball is not counted 
in the five-minute period allowed for search. 

“You cannot declare a ball lost!” 



Definitions – Nearest Point of Relief 
 

The nearest point of relief is the reference point for taking relief 
without penalty from interference by an immovable obstruction (Rule 
24-2), an abnormal ground condition (Rule 25-1) or a wrong putting 
green (Rule 25-3). 

It is the point on the course nearest to where the ball lies:  

(i)  that is not nearer the hole, and 

(ii) where no interference by the condition from which relief is sought 
would exist for the stroke 

 



Definitions – Nearest Point of Relief 

Note:  In order to determine the nearest point of relief accurately, 
the player should use the club with which he/she would have made 
their next stroke if the condition were not there to simulate the 
address position, direction of play and swing for such a stroke. 



Definitions – Obstructions 
 An obstruction is anything artificial, 

including the artificial surfaces and 
sides of roads and paths and 
manufactured ice, except: 

 a. Objects defining out of bounds, 
 such as walls, fences, stakes 
 and railings; 

 b. Any part of an immovable 
 artificial object that is out of 
 bounds; and 

 c. Any construction declared by 
 the Committee to be an integral 
 part of the course. 

 



Definitions – Out of Bounds 

Out of Bounds is beyond the boundaries of the 
course or any part of the course so marked by the 
Committee. 

When out of bounds is defined by reference to 
stakes or a fence, the out of bounds line is 
determined by the nearest inside points at 
ground level of the stakes or fence posts 
(excluding angled supports). When both stakes 
and lines are used to indicate out of bounds, the 
stakes identify out of bounds and the lines define 
out of bounds. When out of bounds is defined by 
a line on the ground, the line itself is out of 
bounds. The out of bounds line extends vertically 
upwards and downwards. 



Definitions – Out of Bounds 
A ball is out of bounds when all of it lies out of bounds. A player 
may stand out of bounds to play a ball lying within bounds. 

Objects defining out of bounds such as walls, fences, stakes and 
railings, are not obstructions and are deemed to be fixed. Stakes 
identifying out of bounds are not obstructions and are deemed to 
be fixed. 

Note 1: Stakes or lines used to define out of bounds should be 
white. 

Note 2: A Committee may make a Local Rule declaring stakes 
identifying but not defining out of bounds to be obstructions. 



Definitions – Through The Green 

Through the green is the whole area of the course except: 

 a. The teeing ground and putting green of the hole being 
 played; and 

 b. All hazards on the course. 



Definitions – Water Hazard 

 

A water hazard is any sea, lake, pond, river, ditch, surface 
drainage ditch or other open water course (whether or not 
containing water) and anything of a similar nature on the 
course.  All ground and water within the margin of a water 
hazard are part of the water hazard. 

 

Stakes or lines used to define the margin of or identify a 
water hazard must be yellow. 



Definitions - Lateral Water Hazard 
 

A lateral water hazard is a water hazard or 
that part of a water hazard so situated that 
it is not possible, or is deemed by the 
Committee to be impracticable, to drop a 
ball behind the water hazard in accordance 
with Rule 26-1b.  All ground and water 
within the margin of a water hazard are 
part of the water hazard.  The Committee 
may define a lateral water hazard as a 
water hazard. 

 

Stakes or lines used to define the margin of 
or identify a water hazard must be red. 



Definitions – WH & LWH 
 

In both WH and LWH, when the margin of 
hazard is defined by stakes, the stakes are 
inside the water hazard, and the margin of 
the hazard is defined by the nearest 
outside points of the stakes at ground level. 
When both stakes and lines are used to 
indicate a water hazard, the stakes identify 
the hazard and the lines define the hazard 
margin. When the margin of a water hazard 
is defined by a line on the ground, the line 
itself is in the water hazard.  

The margin of a water hazard extends 
vertically upwards and downwards.   



Definitions - Wrong Ball 
 A wrong ball is any ball other than the player’s: 

• ball in play; 

• provisional ball; or 

• second ball played under Rule 3-3 or Rule 20-7c in stroke 
play; 

     and includes: 
 

• another player’s ball;  

• an abandoned ball; and  

• the player’s original ball when it is no longer in play. 

  



The old saying… 

 Play the ball as it lies. 

 Play the course as you find it. 

 And when you can’t do either, do what is fair. 

But to do what is fair, you need to 
know the Rules. 



Play by the Rules 

Agreeing to waive a Rule of golf (Rule 1-3). . . 

 

. . . Bad idea 

 

 



Before you start. . . 

- Read the Local Rules 

 

- Count your clubs (Rule 4-4)  

 

- Identify your ball (Rules 6-5 & 12-2) 

 

- Arrive at your first tee prior to your start time 
(Rule 6-3) 



Time of Starting and Groups - Rule 6-3   
 Penalty for Breach of Rule 6-3a: 

 If the player arrives at his starting point, 
ready to play, within five minutes after 
his starting time, the penalty for failure 
to start on time is loss of hole of the first 
hole in match play or two strokes at the 
first hole in stroke play. Otherwise, the 
penalty for breach of this Rule is 
disqualification. 
 

 Exception:  Where the Committee 
determines that exceptional 
circumstances have prevented a player 
from starting on time, there is no 
penalty. 



During your round. . . 

- You must not ask for advice from anyone, 
except your partner or your caddie 

- You must not give advice to anyone, except 
your partner 

- You may ask for information on the rules, 
distances, position of hazards, flagsticks, etc. 

- You must not play any practice shots during 
play of the hole 

 

 



At the end of your round. . . 

- In stroke play, ensure your card is accurately 
completed, signed by you and your marker, 
and returned to the Committee 

 

- In match play, ensure the result is posted 

 

 



Order of Play – Rule 10 

• When starting play of a hole 

 

• During play of a hole 

 

• Playing out of turn 



Teeing Ground – Rule 11 

• When putting a ball into play from the teeing 
ground, it must be played from within the 
teeing ground (11-1) 

 

• Playing from outside the teeing ground (11-4) 
or Wrong Teeing Ground (11-5) 

 



Searching for and Identifying Ball  
Rule 12-1 and 12-2  

    
 

   



Identifying Ball 

Anywhere on course 
 
Announce to fellow competitor 
 
Must mark ball 
 
Cannot clean ball 



Wrong Ball – Rule 15-3  



Ball Played as it Lies – Rule 13 



Ball Played as it Lies – Rule 13 

• Through the Green (definition) 

 

• Hazards (definition) 

 

• Water Hazard (definition) 

 

• Lateral Water Hazard (definition) 

 

• Bunker (definition) 

 



Ball Played as it Lies – Rule 13 

• 13-2 Improving Lie, Area of Intended Stance or 
Swing, or Line of Play 

 

• 13-3  Building Stance 

 



Ball Played as it Lies – Rule 13-4 

Before making a stroke at a ball in a hazard – a player 
must not do any of the following actions in the 
hazard: 

– Test the hazard or similar hazard 

– Touch the ground in or in a similar hazard 

– Touch the water with his hand or club in or in a 
similar hazard 

– Touch or move a loose impediment 

Except. . . 



Ball Played as it Lies – Rule 13-4 

No penalty if he touches to: 
 

• prevent from falling 

• removing an obstruction 

• measuring, marking, retrieving, lifting or placing a 
ball under a Rule 

• places his clubs in a hazard . . . 





Putting Green – Rule 16-1  
Line of Putt must not be touched except: 
(i)  the player may remove loose impediments, provided they do 

not press anything down; 

(ii) the player may place the club in front of the ball when 
addressing it, provided they do not press anything down; 

(iii) in measuring — Rule 18-6; 

(iv) in lifting or replacing the ball — Rule 16-1b; 

(v)  in pressing down a ball-marker; 

(vi) in repairing old hole plugs or ball marks on the putting green 
—   Rule 16-1c; and 

(vii) in removing movable obstructions — Rule 24-1. 
  



Flagstick - Rule 17 
• You may have the flagstick 

attended at anytime 

• A ball must not touch an 
attended flagstick 

• If a ball touches a flagstick 
unattended in the hole or lying 
on the ground after a putt from 
the putting green, you will 
receive a penalty 

• Do not attend the flagstick 
without authority 



Ball at Rest Moved – Rule 18 



Ball at Rest Moved - Rule 18 

• By an outside agency 

– There is no penalty, and the ball must be 
replaced. 

 

  

 



• By the player, partner, caddie or equipment 

 

– If you move your ball in play other than by 
making a stroke, add one penalty stroke and 
replace your ball. 

 

Ball at Rest Moved 



No penalty is applied if you accidently move your ball in 
the following circumstances 

 

• Searching for your ball covered in sand, in the 
replacement of loose impediments moved in a hazard 
while finding or identifying a ball, in probing for a ball 
lying in water in a water hazard or in search for a ball in 
an obstruction or abnormal ground condition – Rule 12-
1 . . . 

Ball at Rest Moved 



• In repairing a hole plug or ball mark – Rule 16-1c 

• In measuring – Rule 18-6 

• In lifting a ball under a Rule – Rule 20-1 

• In placing or replacing a ball under a Rule – Rule 20-31 

• In removing a loose impediment on the putting green – 
Rule 23-1 

• In removing a movable obstruction – Rule 24-1 

Ball at Rest Moved 



• By opponent 
– During a search, no penalty 

– Other than during a search – the opponent 
receives a one stroke penalty. The ball must be 
replaced. 

Ball at Rest Moved 



• By Fellow-competitor, Caddie or Equipment 
– No penalty and the ball must be replaced. 

Ball at Rest Moved 



Ball Moving After Address 

Rule 18-2b 



Ball in Motion Deflected or Stopped 
- Rule 19 - 



Ball in Motion Deflected or Stopped 
Rule 19-1 

• By an outside agency… 

Rub of the Green (definition) 
– no penalty, and the ball is played as it lies, except 

after a stroke on the putting green. The stroke is 
canceled, the ball replaced and replayed. 



Ball in Motion Deflected or Stopped 
Rule 19-2 

• By Player, Partner, Caddie or Equipment 

–Add a one stroke penalty. 

–Play the ball as it lies. 

 



Ball in Motion Deflected or Stopped 
Rule 19-3 

• By Opponent, Caddie or Equipment 

–Match play – no penalty 

–May cancel and replay the stroke 

–May play the ball as it lies 

 



Ball in Motion Deflected or Stopped 
Rule 19-4 

• By Fellow-Competitor, Caddie or Equipment  

– They are “outside agencies” 

• Play the ball as it lies, except if on the 
putting green, cancel and replay. 

 



Lifting, Dropping and Placing; 
Playing from Wrong Place 

- Rule 20 - 



Lift Place Replace Drop 

Player 

Partner 

Other 

Person 

Who Can Lift / Put Back in Play? 

 

 
If Authorized 

   

   

X  
If Lifted 

X 

X 



Dropping and Re-dropping 

Re-drop, without penalty 

• rolls into and comes to rest in a hazard 

• Rolls out of and comes to rest outside of  hazard 

• Rolls onto and comes to rest on a putting green  

• Rolls and comes to rest out of bounds. . . 

 



Re-drop,  without penalty… 
 
• Rolls to and comes to rest in a position where there 

is interference by the condition from which relief 
was taken 

• Rolls and comes to rest more than two-club-lengths 
from where it first struck a part of the course. . . 

 

Dropping and Re-dropping 



Dropping and Re-dropping 
 

Re-drop, without penalty 
 

• Rolls and comes to rest nearer the hole than: 

– Its original position; 

– The nearest point or relief or maximum available 
relief; 

– The point where the original ball crossed the margin 
of the water hazard or lateral water hazard. 



Loose Impediments – Rule 23 
Obstructions – Rule 24  
Abnormal Ground Condition – Rule 25 

 



Movable obstructions 
(man made): 
•  Can 
•  Score card 
•  Abandoned ball 

Loose impediments 
(natural) 
•  Leaf 



Relief  

• Relief from an. . . 

–Obstruction (Rule 24) 

–Abnormal Ground Condition (Rule 25) 

–Wrong Putting Green (Rule 25) 

2 part process (outside demonstration) 

Determine nearest point of relief 

Take relief – one club 



Relief from an. . .  

• Unplayable Lie (Rule 28) 

–Player may deem his ball 
unplayable anywhere on the 
course except in a water hazard. 



Under penalty of one stroke – 

• Play another ball from the spot you 
played your last stroke; or 

• Keep the spot where your ball lies 
between you and the hole and drop a 
ball on that line as far back as you like; or 

• Drop a ball within two club-lengths of 
where your ball lies, but not nearer the 
hole. 

 



Water Hazards & Lateral Water Hazards 
     - Rule 26 - 

 
 



Relief from . . .  

• Water Hazard and Lateral Water 
Hazard (Rule 26) 

 

If it is “known or virtually certain” your 
ball has come to rest in a water 
hazard. . .  



• Play the ball as it lies in the hazard, 
or under penalty of one stroke, 

–Play a ball from where you last played; 
or 

–Drop a ball behind the hazard, keeping 
the point where the ball last crossed 
the margin of the hazard between you 
and the hole; or 



• If you ball is in a lateral water 
hazard, in addition to these 
options you may: 
–Drop a ball within two club-lengths of 

where your ball last crossed the margin of 
the hazard, but not nearer the hole; or 

– If possible, do the same on the other side of 
the hazard at a point that is exactly the 
same distance from the hole. 



Ball in Water Hazard 

There is no limit to how far behind the 
water hazard the ball may be dropped 

•B •B •B OPTION A 
Play a ball from where the original 
ball was played under penalty of 

one stroke 

OPTION B 
Under penalty of one stroke, drop a ball behind the water hazard, 
keeping the point at which the original ball last crossed the margin 
of the hazard directly between the hole and the spot on which the 

ball is dropped. 

If the player chooses to take relief or 
the ball is lost in the hazard the 

player has two options. 

A  player may choose to 
play the ball as it lies or 

to take relief under 
penalty of one stroke 

•A 



Ball in Water Hazard 

• 
• 

• 

Note the point where 
the ball LAST crossed 

the margin of the 
hazard when the ball 

rolled back 



A  player may choose to 
play the ball as it lies or 

to take relief under 
penalty of one stroke 

If the player chooses to take relief or 
the ball is lost in the hazard the 

player has four options. 

OPTION A 
 Play a ball from where the 

original ball was played under 
penalty of one stroke 

OPTION B    
Drop a ball behind the water hazard,keeping the point at which the 

original ball last crossed the margin of the hazard directly between the 
hole and the spot on which the ball is dropped under penalty of one 

stroke 

There is no limit to how far behind the 
water hazard the ball may be dropped 

● B 

OPTION C (i)   
Under penalty of one stroke drop a ball outside 

 the water hazard,within two club lengths of and not nearer  
the hole than the point where the original ball last crossed  

the margin of the water hazard 

OPTION C (ii)   
 Under penalty of one stroke drop a ball outside the water hazard, within two 
club lengths of and not nearer the hole than a point on the opposite margin 

of the water hazard equidistant from the hole.     

● C (ii) 

These two options are 
only available for lateral 

water hazards 

● C (i)  

A ● 

Ball in Lateral Water Hazard 

● B 

● B 



Ball Lost or Out of Bounds; 
Provisional Ball - Rule 27 

• Lost Ball – Definition 

• Proceeding under stroke & distance 

• Ball not found within 5 minutes 



Ball Lost or Out of Bounds; 
Provisional Ball – Rule 27 

• Provisional Ball 

–Announce 

–Play before you go forward to search 

–Continue to play provisional ball until 
you get to the area where your original 
ball is likely to be 

 

 



Ball Unplayable - Rule 28 

 

Except in a water hazard:  
• Can declare a ball unplayable anywhere 

on the course 

• If in a bunker, the ball must be dropped 
in bunker 

 



Relief from an Unplayable Ball… 

Under penalty of one stroke – 

• Play another ball from the spot you played your last 
stroke; or 

• Keep the spot where your ball lies between you and 
the hole and drop a ball on that line as far back as 
you like; or 

• Drop a ball within two club-lengths of where your 
ball lies, but not nearer the hole. 

 



Doubt as to Procedure  

• Stroke Play (Rule 3-3) 

–Procedure 

• Before taking action announce 

• Before playing a stroke determine which ball 
you wish to score with if the rules provide 

• Report to the Committee regardless of the 
score 



Doubt as to Procedure  
• Match Play (Rule 2-5) 

– Procedure 

• A player must make a claim – notifying opponent 

–He is making a claim 

–The facts of the situation 

–He wants a ruling 

–Claim must be made before any player in the match 
plays from the next teeing ground, or before all 
players in a match leave the last putting green 

 
 



Rule 3-2 Failure to Hole Out 

 If a competitor fails to hole 

out at any hole and does not 
correct his mistake before he 
makes a stroke on the next 
teeing ground or, in the case 
of the last hole of the round, 
before he leaves the putting 
green he is disqualified. 


